Message

From: Milbourn, Cathy [Milbourn.Cathy@epa.gov]

Sent: 2/18/2022 4:12:02 PM

To: Carey, Curtis [Carey.Curtis@epa.gov]; Bryan, David [Bryan.David@epa.gov]

CC: Beisser, Shannan [Beisser.Shannan@epa.gov]; Washburn, Ben [washburn.ben@epa.gov]; Bednar, Candace

[Bednar.Candace@epa.gov]; Weekley, Erin [weekley.erin@epa.gov]; Green, Jamie (R7) [Green.Jamie@epa.gov];
Humphrey, Leslie [Humphrey.Leslie@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Press Inquiry {CIVIL EATS): Disposal of Treated Seed

Thanks Curtis,
| have this.

cm

From: Carey, Curtis <Carey.Curtis@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, February 18, 2022 10:32 AM

To: Bryan, David <Bryan.David@epa.gov>; EPA Press Office <Press@epa.gov>

Cc: Beisser, Shannan <Beisser.Shannan@epa.gov>; Washburn, Ben <washburn.ben@epa.gov>; Bednar, Candace
<Bednar.Candace@epa.gov>; Weekley, Erin <weekley.erin@epa.gov>; Green, Jamie (R7) <Green.Jamie@epa.gov>;
Humphrey, Leslie <Humphrey.Leslie@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Press Inquiry {CIVIL EATS): Disposal of Treated Seed

+ EPA Press Office

From: Bryan, David <Brvan.David@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2022 2:44 PM

To: regionalpress <regionalpress@epa gov>

Cc: Carey, Curtis <Carey, Curtisf@epa.gov>; Beisser, Shannan <Baisser.Shannan@epa.gov>; Washburn, Ben
<washburn ben@spa.gov>; Bednar, Candace <Bednar.Candace @epa.gov>; Weekley, Erin <weskicy erin@epa.gov>;
Green, Jamie (R7) <Green jamis@epa.pov>; Humphrey, Leslie <Humphrey Leslie@ena sovs

Subject: Press Inquiry (CIVIL EATS): Disposal of Treated Seed

See Inquiry below. Request HQ Press Officer follow up with reporter regarding her questions. We
have worked with Lisa Held on the current situation at AltEn in Nebraska involving issues regarding
coated seed and wetcake.! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

MEDIA OUTLET: CivilEats

REPORTER: Lisa Held - Senior Staff Reporter
EMAIL: lisa@civileals.com

PHONE: 917-703-0887

DEADLINE: 2/25/2022

Candance Bednar is the Region 7 POC for a multi division team working on the AltEn site. Please let
me know if you have questions.

DAVID W. BRYAN, APR
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Public Affairs Specialist — Press Team

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 7
11201 Renner Blvd., Lenexa, KS 66219
bryandavid@epa.goy

Phone — 913.551.7433; EFA Cell - 816.499.3649

Original Inquiry:

Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2022 1:27 PM
To: Washburn, Ben <washburnben@epa.gov>
Subject: Questions for EPA

Hi Ben,

| hope you're well. You were very helpful when | last had questions for the EPA re: the situation at
AltEn in Nebraska. I'm now working on a follow-up story that is related but is more focused on the
disposal of treated seed at a national level. Are you still the right person to field questions on this?
See my questions, below. If you can get them to the right person or let me know who | should reach
out to (if you're not the right person), I'd be grateful. And if it's possible to get them turned around by
the end of next week, that would be ideal.

Thank you!

Best,
Lisa

Questions

--Is EPA tracking how much treated seed is discarded each year in any way?

--Does EPA have any knowledge of where and how seed companies are disposing of treated seed
(when it classifies as hazardous waste under RCRA) each year?

--During a recent presentation, a seed company representative advised companies that if they were
sending excess treated seed to a landfill, that they should only send to "sites that would be permitted
to accept seed treatments or treated seed materials.” What kind of permit would a landfill need, under
RCRA, to accept treated seed?

--In spring of 2021, EPA said it "does not have regulations specifically for the disposal of treated
seeds.” At this point in time, is EPA considering any new regulations specifically for the disposal of
treated seeds, in response to the situation on the ground in Nebraska?

--Under RCRA's cradle-to-grave stipulation, are companies that treat seeds and sell them responsible
for the proper disposal of them (when they qualify as hazardous waste), regardless of whether those
seeds have subsequently been sold to a farmer or sent to an intermediary such as a landfill or ethanol
plant?

Senior Staff Reporter
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